
SATMARES

 Hello Everybody!

With the regional conference approaching, the SER-AMTAS board of directors has been working 
hard to plan a student conference that will beat last year’s. There will be several student 
presentations, and a panel of internship supervisors and interns that is sure to calm students’ 
anxieties about their upcoming internships. In addition to the normal sessions and business 
meetings, we are planning a night out at the student-friendly venues in Spartanburg. Our main 
project at the moment is to create a flyer that names and describes all of the scholarships and 
awards available to music therapy students and interns, which will be distributed at conference. 

Don’t forget to check out the SER-AMTAS blog at http://seramtas.wordpress.com. 

Respectfully, 
Stefanie Maldonado
SER-AMTAS President
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Hello everyone!  With the regional conference fast-approaching, I'm working to make sure some great ideas come your way 
at our regional meeting.  Over the past year I've had the pleasure of shadowing Stafanie at National Conference, and 
learning a lot.  I am excited to present some  of our new ideas for fund raising and communications in the next year.  On a 
personal level, I am excited to be presenting this year at conference, stop by if you wanna learn a  little bit about using 
authentic guitar techniques in your sessions.

That's it for now!  Can't wait to see  you all at conference!

Matt Whitaker 

President-Elect, SER-AMTAS  
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With the regional conference fast-approaching, I look forward to the opportunities that lie ahead.  This will be 
my final conference as an undergraduate before I begin an internship with Big Bend Hospice in Tallahassee this 
May.  I am excited for the chance to meet and reunite with music therapy students from all across the southeast, 
as well as the privilege of learning from them and the incredible professionals that continue to educate us all. 
 The student executive board also has some great ideas for fundraising in which I'm eager to take part.



This spring, we're 
focusing on raising funds 
to help our members 
cover Regional 
Conference and World 
Congress expenses 
through our successful 
bake sales (turns out 
college students want 
goodies on Fridays - who 
knew?), partnering with 
local restaurants, and by 

School Updates…
Appalachian State University

crash-course for freshmen, 
and setting up contact 
tables in the Student 
Union to spread the word 
about music therapy!

The music therapy program at 
Converse has been working 
hard this semester in 
preparation for the upcoming 
Regional Conference here in 
Spartanburg, SC. We are also 
preparing a special compilation 
of South Carolina-themed 
songs, which we will share with 
everyone at the Opening 
Session--we can’t wait to see 
you there!Also, new legislation 
in South Carolina concerning 
music therapy has been 
introduced, which Converse 
has been a part of. Check out 
this article to learn more! 

Converse College

http://www.goupstate.com/article/2
0110117/ARTICLES/101171008/1101
?p=1&tc=pg.We look forward to 
seeing all of you in Spartanburg in 
March!

Emily Gill

Musicians Helping Others 
President
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selling Hayes School of 
Music apparel. We're 
getting the ball rolling on 
our "Respite Nights" for 
parents and/or caretakers 
with children with 
disabilities. Also this 
semester, we're quite 
excited about general club 
hang-outs, drum circles 
(learning techniques and 
experiencing one for stress 
relief), a guitar/practicum 



canned food drive to help raise 
awareness for the underprivileged 
during the holiday season, at which 
music therapy students also performed. 
 Now comprised of over 50 members, 
AMA continues into the spring semester 
with more on its agenda, including jam 
sessions to practice and improve 
improvisational skills, weekend drum 
circles in Tallahassee parks, more 
weekly meetings with certified music 
therapists, and a spaghetti dinner 
fundraiser, at which members will 
provide live entertainment.  Next week, 
students will also be collaborating to 
write their state representatives to 
advocate for recognition of music 

Alpha Mu Alpha (AMA), the 
student music therapy 
organization at Florida State 
University, has been and 
remains very involved in a 
number of activities.  In the 
previous semester, they hosted 
song exchange socials to help 
music therapy majors in their 
expansion of repertoire, a 
private in-house holiday 
concert, featuring 
world/fusion/tango duo, The 
Just Desserts, several meetings 
with professional guest 
speakers, as well as an event 
titled, "Carols for Campbells," a 

therapy in Florida.  In recent 
development, two music therapy 
students/AMA members began a 
trend in the College of Music they 
called, "Purple Fridays," which has 
gradually spread across Florida 
State campus.  Every Friday, more 
and more students (both music and 
non-music majors) wear purple 
with the common goal "to promote 
awareness of health and well-being 
through music."  Needless to say, 
music therapy is a hot topic at FSU.

https://studentgroups.fsu.edu/orga
nization/alphamualpha

Florida State University
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Loyola University

Charleston Southern University

Here at Loyola University New Orleans we have tried our best to support each other as MT majors and spread 
MT love around campus and beyond! We published our club’s website this semester and created a Facebook 
group. In February, we will perform at our school’s weekly recital hour, provide MT activities at a local school, 
and provide support and answers to potential incoming MT students at our college's audition. Our clubs holds 
bi-monthly meetings and this semester we have dedicated one meeting to increasing our MT competencies. For 
instance, in January one of our percussionist gave a demonstration of a variety of percussion techniques. At 
regional conference, a few of our MT students are slated to present on their practicum sites and MT related 
projects in the city. One of newest projects, Songfest, provides MT majors with a CD of songs and sessions ideas 
for specific populations. I am honored and amazed with the continued efforts of our MT students. We truly 
have a passion for what we do. Thank you for learning, living and loving Music Therapy!    

CSU Music Therapy club is looking forward to a very fun semester. We have the most members that we've 
had in a long time thanks to involved freshmen. We are looking forward to collecting supplies for a 
homeless shelter as our big project for the semester. Also, we are enjoying raising club money as well as 
money for the charity Threads of Hope by selling bracelets made by women in the Philippines. In addition, 
we are raising money for the Children's Miracle Network by participating in our school-wide King and 
Queen of Hearts competition.  We are looking forward to seeing everyone at the regional conference in 
Spartanburg, SC! 

https://studentgroups.fsu.edu/organization/alphamualpha
https://studentgroups.fsu.edu/organization/alphamualpha
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